Why We Love Native Plants
at Tin Roof Garden
Native plants provide many benefits for people and wildlife, while
contributing greatly to healthy soil and water. Native plants have adapted
to the climate and soils of our mid-western region for optimal durability
and offer the most sustainable habitat for birds, insects and wildlife.
A plant is considered native if it has occurred naturally in a particular
region, ecosystem, or habitat without human introduction.

Native plants require less fertilizer & fewer pesticides.
Vast amounts of fertilizers are applied to lawns and non-native gardens. Excess
phosphorus and nitrogen (the main components of fertilizers) run off into lakes
and rivers causing excess algae growth. This depletes oxygen in our waters,
harms aquatic life and interferes with recreational uses. The overuse of a limited
number of non-native plants in gardens has produced a homogenized landscape
susceptible to pests and diseases, requiring the increased use of pesticides.
Nationally, over 70 million pounds of pesticides are applied to lawns and gardens
each year. Pesticides can also contaminate rivers and lakes. Native landscapes
provide habitats for wildlife and encourage the presence of native insects and
microorganisms. These native organisms benefit plants by keeping them healthy
without the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Native plants have a
symbiotic relationship with the environment.

Native plants help keep the
air cleaner.
One gas-powered
lawnmower emits 11
times the air pollution
of a new car. Excessive
carbon from the burning
of fossil fuels contributes
to global warming.
Natural landscapes do not
require mowing or very
much maintenance at all.

Native plants help with
water conservation.
The non-native gardens and
lawns require significant
amounts of water to thrive. The
deep root systems of many native
mid-western plants increase the
soil’s capacity to store water.
Native plants can significantly
reduce water runoff and loss of
topsoil to erosion.

Native plants provide shelter and food
for wildlife, support pollinators and promote
biodiversity and stewardship of nature.
In the U.S. there are approximately 20 million acres of lawn, covering more
land than any single crop. There are very few benefits to native wildlife from
a manicured lawn. Likewise, gardens that mostly feature non-native species
of plants are often of little benefit to wildlife. Native plants attract a variety of
birds, butterflies, and other insects and wildlife by providing diverse habitats
and food sources. Natural landscaping is an opportunity to reestablish diverse
native plants, thereby inviting the birds and butterflies back to your yard.
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